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Saving Our Youth is an after-

Our %utﬁ school program empowering 6-

12" grade students from the

northside area of Richmond to
Our Tuture explore their passion, pursue
their goals, and unlock future
career and education pathways. Through our creative projects,

academic support, and career exploration, we’re building the
next generation of leaders one afternoon at a time!

During the summer, we’ll enjoy a full line up of fun activities such as
Pocahantas Park, Top Golf, bowling, swimming, Resurgence trip and
a visit to Virginia Beach before the summer wraps up.



HEALING THURSDAYS

During the Summer months, on Thursdays from 5:00 PM — 7:00 PM, we coordinate with Community
50/50 & Therapeutic Consultation Mentoring Services LLC in partnership with @savingouryouthva is
proud to present an engaging Summer designed for teens and families.

a# Establishing healthy mindsets and support

systems

® Financial literacy & entrepreneurship skills
» Mentorship & community connection

Cold Pressed Juice and Refreshments Weekly!

This program is in partnership with

@savingouryouthva & @thrn_rva Connection for

Life Wellness LLC, Therapeutic Consultation
Mentoring Services, @heritage.n.motion
(@vaonthegoinc (@chaoticdreams_rva
(@justc_nonprofit

L4 We create space for Teens and Parents to express
their emotions and feelings in response to recent
incidents in our Richmond City Communities involving
firearms, entrepreneurship, career and job resources,
wrap around support for mental, physical, and financial
health.

This Summer Experience session blends music,
mentorship, and personal growth—giving participants a
creative outlet while building:

Lyrics & Beats: Teen and Family
Programin partnership with
SavingouryouthRVA @thrn_rva
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In September, the youth will continue to work
hard to finish their book, art projects, work on
their business, sewing, cooking, studio time,
mentoring, and more.




Personal Message

Hello All,
from the
I celebrated the United States of America’s 250th anniversary on July 4th, but not for

Executive Director
the same reasons many White Americans do. The Declaration of Independence

declared that all men are created equal, yet that promise did not include African
Americans. Still, this nation was shaped, defended, built, and transformed by the labor,
brilliance, and resilience of Black people. Because of that, I claim the right to celebrate
this country, and the right to hold it accountable.

With the passing of the 14th Amendment in 1868 and later, the rise of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion protections (DEI) in the late 1980s-early 1990s, the United
States finally began the long process of holding itself accountable for the harms of
slavery. But the people who never believed that all men were created equal, or that
restoration was deserved, remained in positions of power, so relief was slow and
resistance was fierce. Jim Crow laws ensured that Black people were held back
politically, socially, and economically, making it extraordinarily difficult to build
wealth. And when Black communities did manage to build prosperity, places like

Richmond’s Black Wall Street in Jackson Ward and many other thriving Black districts across the country, those gains
were deliberately destroyed. Just as Black Americans were beginning to regain a foothold, this current administration
rolled back many of those protections in 2025 and attempted to erase the memory of slavery by having numerous books
about it removed from schools and libraries, undermining the progress that had finally begun to take root.

In a recent conversation with a White friend, we talked about why it will now be even more difficult for Black students
to access the schools that prepare people for high-level, wealth-building careers. I explained to her that, historically, and
this is something I can personally testify to being born in the 1960, Black applicants had to be significantly better than
White applicants to be considered for the same positions. When we competed for high-income jobs, the White candidate
almost always received the offer, even when the Black candidate had equal qualifications. The same pattern showed up
in admissions to competitive colleges and universities.

So once again, we are facing a reality where White applicants are more likely to be chosen for the high-income,
wealth-building careers than Black applicants, not necessarily because people doubt our qualifications, but because
companies fear lawsuits. They worry about the high costs to defend hiring a Black candidate over a White candidates,
even when the Black candidate is equally or more qualified. That is the simplest and most honest explanation I can offer.

So even as masked white nationalist marched in our nation’s capital on July 4th, I celebrated our 250th anniversary, but
again, not for the same reasons many White Americans did. I celebrated it because Black people helped shape, defend,
build, and transform America, even while the country denied us equality, opportunity, and safety. I celebrated it because
our ancestors fought for a freedom they were never allowed to fully experience, and because their struggle made it
possible for this nation to grow closer to its own words. I celebrated it because I refuse to surrender my place in a country
my people helped create. And I celebrated it because I believe in holding America accountable, honoring the progress
we forced, naming the injustices that remain, and insisting that freedom must belong to all of us, not just some of us.

May this year bring us closer to God’s vision for justice, closer to healing, and closer to the freedom that belongs to all
of us.

My personal message
Jo White, Executive Director, Saving Our Youth VA



‘Ways To Support ‘Us

We truly thank everyone who supports us with financial donations and with your time! Please continue
to believe in us, every contribution makes a difference. Below are some meaningful ways you can
stand with us and help strengthen our work.
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FINANCIAL DONATION: Your contribution, no matter the size, will make a
meaningful impact and help us continue our vital work. Every dollar brings us closer
to our goal and we deeply appreciate your generosity. Your donations are tax
deductible. To donate go to: www.savingouryouthva.org/donate

SPONSOR A YOUTH: Here’s a meaningful new way to support our work while
creating an even deeper impact for you. Ask us about setting up a donation to sponsor
a youth directly. This can give you the satisfaction of seeing in action how your
support is directly shaping a young person’s future.

DINNERS: Our largest program expense is food. Because our youth come straight to
us after school, we provide a full dinner at every session. One meaningful way you
can support our work is by cooking a meal or ordering one to help feed the youth and
mentors who gather with us each week. You can pledge now to bring a meal(s) for the
2026-27 session.

HOST: If you’re someone who enjoys cooking, or hosting a cookout, we invite you to
consider holding a dinner in our honor. Gather your family and friends, share a meal,
and let them hear about the organization you’re supporting. Our Executive Director
and a Board Member will gladly join you to share our story and the impact your
generosity makes possible.

TEACH WHAT YOU KNOW. Every one of us carries wisdom shaped by our
experiences, our mistakes, and our victories. [s there something on your heart that you
want to pass on to the youth - a lesson, a skill, or a truth that could help them grow, stay
safe, or see their own potential more clearly?



http://www.savingouryouthva.org/donate

